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What  is  a  Democracy 

By  Susan  W.  FitzGerald 

M 

We  call  our  country  a  democracy,  and 
pride  ourselves  upon  its  being  one.  What 
is  a  Democracy?  A  democracy  is  a 
form  of  government  where  the  final  power 
rests  in  the  people.  Not  a  part  of  the 
people;  that  makes  an  oligarchy  or  a  mon- 
archy; but  where  it  rests  in  the  whole 
people. 

Are  the  men  of  this  country  the  whole 
people  ?  No.  Therefore,  so  long  as  the  men 
alone  are  the  source  of  power  of  the  govern- 
ment, it  is  not  a  government  of  the  people, 
for  the  people  and  by  the  people,  it  is 
not  a  Democracy.  It  is  merely  a  coun- 
try under  class  rule,  the  class  being  men, 
who,  after  all,  represent  but  half  of  the 
population ;  half  of  those  who  live  under 
the  laws  they  make. 

You  may  say  that  women  are  just  as  well 


off  without  the  right  to  vote.  Some  'are ; 
others  are  not.  Many  of  the  slaves  in 
the  South  were  better  off,  in  material 
ways,  before  the  Civil  War  than  they  were 
afterwards,  but  that  did  not  make  it  right 
for  the  owners  to  hold  them  in  slavery.  Just 
so,  the  men  of  this  country  have  no  right  to 
hold  the  women  in  political  slavery.  And 
one  of  the  worst  things  about  slavery 
was  the  bad  effect  it  had  upon  the  masters. 
The  political  slavery  of  women  is  not  up- 
lifting to  the  masters. 

This  is  the  day  of  progress.  A  coun- 
try must  progress,  or  it  will  fall  behind  and 
another  will  take  its  place.  A  Democracy 
cannot  progress  unless  its  people'  are  grow- 
ing in  intelligence  and  moral  force.  We  who 
believe  in  Democracy  claim  that  the  use  of 
the  ballot  is  the  chief  means  of  developing 
in  the  citizens  this  intelligence  and  moral 
force.  The  women  are  deprived  of  this  great 
means  of  development  and  therefore  must 
fall  behind.  Can  the  race  advance  and  de- 
velop as  it  should,  when  one-half  hangs  like 
a  millstone  about  the  neck  of  the  other  half  ? 


Give  women  the  vote,  and  let  them  grow 
with  the  men. 

You  may  say  that  women  don't  want  to 
vote.  Some  do  not;  others  do.  And 
many  of  these  others  not  only  want  to,  but 
need  to,  for  the  protection  of  themselves 
and  their  children.  Is  it  right  that  those 
that  do  not  want  to  should  say  to  these 
others  that  need  to,  "We  do  not  want  to 
vote,  so  you  shall  not  vote"? 

Do  you  know  what  people  are  most 
against  women's  voting?  It  is  the  women 
of  means,  in  comfortable  circumstances,  who 
do  not  need  it  for  the  good  of  their  bodies, 
and  do  not  realize  that  they  need  it  for  the 
good  of  their  souls,  and  who  are  afraid  to 
let  their  working  sisters  have  it.  Why? 
Because  they  are  afraid  of  the  people,  afraid 
of  the  workingman,  afraid  of  Democracy. 
They  think  that  the  women's  vote  will 
strengthen  the  workingmen's  vote— the 
popular  vote— and  they  are  afraid.  And 
they  may  well  be  afraid,  if  they  do  not 
trust  in  the  people,  for  the  real  people  are 
going  to  win,  and  the  day  of  their  victory 
will  be  hastened  when  women  can  vote. 


Of  especial  value  to  persons  interested  in 
the  industrial  question  are  the  following 

POLITICAL    EQUALITY    LEAFLETS. 

"Is  Voting  an  Industry?"  by  Alice  Stone 
Blackwell. 

"Persuasion      or      Responsibility?"      by 
Florence  Kelley. 

"The  Wage-Earner  and  the  Ballot,"  by 
Maud  Nathan. 

"Woman  Suffrage  Endorsed." 

"Woman  in  the  Home,"  by  Susan  W. 
FitzGerald. 

"What  is  a  Democracy?"  by  Susan  W. 
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